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covets no other man's property. The tongues of those
orators and poets who perpetuate a man's bad repute are
worse than swords ; but as for a parricide, I never thought
about one, and I know of no chastisement suitable for him.'
One day he said to a man pluming himself on his wealth:
f No one is able to deprive me of my wealth either by force
or by flattery, and the more I spend of it, the more fruit it
bears, and no diminution of the original stock ensues.
Your wealth will, however, some day be enjoyed by others,
and spending decreases it. Worldly goods are perishable,
and eternal salvation cannot be acquired except by doing
good to others, and abstaining from indulgence in passions.'
His abstemiousness and trust in Providence were such that
he never dared to keep a greater store of provisions than
was sufficient to maintain him more than one day. When he
was told that the king harboured enmity towards him, he
replied: ' Is there a king in existence who does not hate a
man more independent and happy than himself ?'

FlTHAGHOEATH  [PYTHAGORAS]  THE  SAGE.

He was a native of Sur [Sidon], aad was a great traveller.
He advised people to acquire knowledge and to practise
it; to be just, amicable, refraining from sin, eager to
become acquainted with the physical properties of all sub-
stances, to practise love and friendship towards each other,
and to live innocently. He taught people to fight infidels,
to sit on chairs, to be diligent in reading instructive books,
and to educate their females. He also broached the
doctrine of the immortality of the soul after its separation
from the body, and its capability of enjoying in that state
pleasure, or suffering pain, and obtaining rewards or punish-
ments. He never gave way to excess in any passion, nor
did anyone ever see him weep or laugh. He was the first
who advocated community of possessions among friends.
He taught philosophy by enigmas, and kept it secret.
When the inhabitants of Sur emigrated on account of the
occupation of their country by enemies, the father of
Fithaghorath went with his children and friends to the